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One of the biggest problems in terms of digital security 
that people, groups, and companies face is cyberattacks. 
Individuals or even some organizations are increasingly 
expanding their forms of attack, trying to place viruses and 
other malware on systems to steal data or perform other 
malicious actions. Therefore, it is essential to learn more 
about the problem.

Several studies and research on the subject, which aim to 
generate more security and better procedures to weaken 
attacks, show a reality that needs to be explored: the fact 
that email is a great gateway for cyberthreats. Therefore, we 
thought about this content with the following perspective: 
Email - A Major Cyberattack Vector.

For that, here you will find some points we consider relevant 
to this subject. Our goal is to talk more and show how this 
type of situation is used by those trying to break into systems, 
as well as provide numbers and ways to try to avoid this 
problem on a large scale, whether in personal use or for a 
company and thus avoid any chance of having your system 
attacked and data were stolen.



FORMS OF 
EMAIL ATTACK
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First of all, it’s important to understand what forms 
attackers use to try to put their malicious plans into action. 
One of the recurring forms of attack is phishing, which is 
already widely discussed in terms of digital security, as it 
is a very common type of scam.

Criminals send emails with links and try to make a 
message as serious and formal as possible as if some 
institution were sending the message and asking for the 
link to be accessed. Thus, paying attention is essential. 
The recommendation is to always be suspicious of the 
content and identify any errors in writing, as serious 
companies do not send emails with errors.

The most important thing is: never click on a link without 
being sure it is a real email. The numbers show that, 
although many find it impossible to fall into phishing, this 
type of intrusion is very common.

Recent studies show that phishing intrusion attempts grow 
year after year. For example: according to FBI data, from 
2019 to 2020, the increase went beyond 100%, rising from 
114,000 to almost 240,000.
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Arizona also looked into the matter and found, after research, 
that 22% of data leaks are caused by phishing. In practice, 1 
out of 5 events in which a person or company suffers from 
this problem occurs by malicious emails.

Therefore, the numbers make it clear that there is a need for 
very serious protection work. Besides paying attention to 
each one so that the links are not accessed, there must be a 
robust defense system, designed by companies focused on 
protecting their customers, with strong efforts to ensure the 
sovereignty of each one about their data and information.



Copyright 2021 senhasegura | All rights reserved.

RANSOMWARE ATTACKS 
ARE ALSO FREQUENT

!
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It is also worth mentioning a specific type of malware, which 
is ransomware. In this case, attackers manage to hijack the 
information from invaded systems. The real owners only 
have access again after paying a ransom amount. And, often, 
not even that is enough.

In practice, those who suffer from this become hostage 
to the goodwill of cybercriminals, which in this case may 
not exist. Emails have also become a source of attack for 
these hackers and, therefore, a lot of attention is needed 
to prevent the entry of ransomware into systems, because 
if that happens, the financial and moral damages will be 
enormous and, above all, difficult to solve while the data is 
held by intruders.

Let’s talk about a few more numbers that prove the importance 
of paying attention to and protecting against email attacks. 
The European police service, Europol, estimates that 65% 
of criminal groups have phishing as the primary vector for 
cyberattacks.

The number goes even further when PhishMe, a service that 
specializes in trying to help control this practice, reports that 
a total of 91% of attacks are initiated through phishing. That 
is, if everyone managed to protect themselves concerning 
their emails, 9 out of 10 threats could be neutralized, which 
is a very significant number.
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Before we go on and talk further about the subject, explaining 
why email is a major cyber-attack vector, as well as how to 
try to more effectively prevent them, we have a request for 
the reader.

Check out other materials we produce, talking about this 
subject and also about our operations in the area of digital 
security. You can access other content to learn more and 
also browse our website, finding content rich and important 
information so that you can understand how we can help 
you and how we solve our customers’ problems.



WHY EMAIL 
ATTACKS ARE USED
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A question that may arise after presenting all this data is: 
why do cyberattacks focus so much on these practices 
trying to initiate the invasion with email as a major 
vector? Some factors clearly explain the reasons.

First of all, because it is a simple and great-to-use tool. It 
does not take a lot of work to engineer the scam, just as it 
does not take a great deal of expertise to attack protected 
systems.

After all, for more elaborate scams, attackers need more 
structure, possibly experts in this practice, which makes 
the criminal operation even financially more expensive.

Furthermore, in an initial view, emails have several points 
that make them vulnerable. Many people and companies 
believe that they need complex software protection 
systems and forget that, in simple places, there can be a 
gateway for criminals. This is the case with email.

Therefore, these are the reasons why phishing intrusion 
using email as a vector is most used. And it also explains 
why it is important to protect this gateway so that the 
risks related to intrusions are considerably reduced.



HOW TO PROPERLY 
PROTECT IT
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The first step to avoiding any problem and not be at risk 
of falling into scams in moments of lack of attention is to 
prioritize a security system for emails.

Especially thinking of companies, large or small, it is 
essential to have all possible gateways to attacks well 
controlled and monitored. After all, the volume of data 
is enormous and the damage caused in the event of a 
leak, whether financial or even due to a loss of trust and 
credibility, is huge.

Nowadays, it is not uncommon to see several services 
that work for protection. But it is important to choose 
one that is complete. And what points need to be taken 
within security?

To start with, you need a system to prevent data theft. 
This is an essential step. But password control is also 
important, as are access-related issues. It may not seem 
like it, but accessing emails and systems can also be a 
headache.

Why are we talking about system hacks, not just mentioning 
the email itself? Because the attackers’ ultimate goal is 
this: to have complete access to the most diverse activities. 
They do not just intend to give a limited scare. They want 
everything, whether to perform extortion, sell data, etc.

Thus, when we talk about email as a vector, we need to 
go further and emphasize the importance of absolutely 
protecting all parties that have data and can be attacked. 
This ranges from email protection, as we have already 
mentioned, to complete systems.
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REQUEST A DEMO NOW!

And, to find all possible solutions, in the most diverse 
formats and with the knowledge of those who design 
these protections, we must talk about senhasegura. Our 
main goal is to guarantee the sovereignty of companies 
over their actions and stored information.

Do you need action against data theft, improper actions, 
even if internal or anything else? Get a better understanding 
of how we work through our demo. 

Request this demo on our website. In 45 minutes, we 
will show you how we can help your business, and you 
will understand why senhasegura has the best score 
according to the renowned Gartner Peer-insights, with 
4.9/5. Easy installation, better troubleshooting, and more. 
Do not waste time, request the demo, and let’s create a 
protection for your information.

https://senhasegura.com/demonstration/

